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Introduction:

We had to find out whether microclimates exist around the school.  Microclimate means a climate of a small area.

Method:

First I got the thermometer, metre ruler stick, wind speed measure and my finger to measure the wind direction.  Then we were given places to go and we went to them and measured the these things: 







Temperature,







Wind direction and







Wind speed.
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I measured the temperature with a thermometer and we had to stand in that place for 10 minutes to get an accurate reading.  After I wrote down what the site around us was like, eg was it on grass, concrete, tarmac, and open.  Then we had to write what the weather was.  Then we had to write down if we were in direct sunlight or not.  To measure the wind direction I liked my finger and stuck in the air.  To measure wind speed we had a ruler with a piece of string attached to the ruler.  It looked like this:  

Once I had got all of the information I needed then I went back to class where got other people’s information.

Analysis:

The hottest place was at site 4 because it was in between buildings and it is open.  It hottest because the buildings give off heat that effects the temperature.  It also hottest because the shelter of the buildings stops the winds but it still cast a shadow.  It is still hottest because even though the buildings cast a shadow the buildings give off heat from the electricity it uses.  The coldest was at site 18 and it was grass and open.  It was the coldest because it was on grass and the grass reflects the sun and that effects the temperature.  

Conclusion:

I think that microclimates do exist in the school because in different parts of the school it was different.  This is because if you are out in the open the temperature might be higher than a place in the shade.  It also might get heat from the buildings next to it if there are any.  It is also different in other places because the shade usually has more wind than in the open parts so that will drop the temperature but the wind speed might go up.  It can depend on what you are standing on because tarmac or concrete will absorb the heat but the grass will just reflect it. 

Evaluation:

My measurements were accurate because I measured the temperature at 1 metre above the ground.  If I had to improve techniques in any way then I would work in a larger group working in the same area.  People in the group should all have a thermometer and all of the other apparatus and then you would get a fair measurement (this is just a suggestion).  To improve the way I gathered my information would be to give Mrs. Dean the data to type it on her white board then people can then just copy it from that.  This would mean that every person would have to go up to Mrs. Dean when they got back and tell her their data.
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